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PREFACE

This report presents statistics on characteristics of dwelling units by blocks for the
city. The tabulations are bhased on data from the 1950 Census of Housing, taken as of
April 1,'1950. Authorization for the 1950 Census of Housing as part of the Seventeenth
Decennial Census was provided by the Housing Act of 1949, approved July 15, 1949,

The major portion of the information compiled from the 1950 Census of Housing ap-
pears in Volume I, General Characteristics; Volume IX, Nonfarm Housing Characteristics;
Volume III, Farm Housing Characteristics; Volume IV, Residential Financing; and Vol-
ume V, Block Statistics. Volume V consists of separate reports, issued as bulletins for each
of the 209 cities which in 1940 or in a subsequent census had a population of 50,000 or more.
+ These reports will not be bound into a single publication.

The subjects covered in both the 1950 and 1940 reports on characteristics of dwelling
units by blocks are substantially similar.

This report was prepared under the direction ¢f Howard G. Brunsman, Chief, Popula-
tion and Houging Division, and Wayne F. Daugherty, Assistant Chief for Housing.
Robert C. Hamer, Chief, Quality and Equipment Statistics Section, was in charge of
coordinating the content and the format of the report with assistance from Carl A. S. Coan,
Chief, Inventory Statistics Section; Floyd D. McNaughton, Chief, Equipment and Facilities
Unit; Beulah Washabaugh, Chief, Tenure and Vacancy Unit; and Walter A. Hines. The
compilation of the statistics was under the supervision of Robert B. Voight, Assistant Chief
for Operations.

The collection of the information on which these statistics are based was under the
supervision of Lowell T, Galt, Chief, Field Division. The geographic work, including the
assignment of all block numbers and the preparation of maps, was under the supervision
of Clarence E. Batschelet, Chief, Geography Division. The data were tabulated under the
supervision of C. F. Van Aken, Chief, Machine Tabulation Division,

March 1952,
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BLOCK STATISTICS

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL '

Volume V of the Reports on Housing consists of a separate
report for each of the 209 cities which in 1940, or in a subse-
quent census prior to 1950, had a population of 50,000 or more.
Each report presents for the city, by blocks, tabulations for a
limited number of subjects obtained in the Census of Housing.
The subjects in these reports are similar to those in the block
statisties supplements to Volume I of the reports of the 1940
Census of Housing. The 'subjects in this report present the
number of dwelling units classified by cccupancy and tenure,
condition and plumbing facilities, persons per room, color of
occupants, average contract monthly rent of renter-occupied and
selected vacant units, and the average value of one-dwelling-unit
owner-occupied and selected vacant structures. In table 1, the
statistics for these subjects are summarized for the city. Table 2
contains the statistics for wards; these are the only statistics
for wards that will be published from the 1950 Census of Housing.
In table 3, the data are presented by blocks within wards and
bloek areas. Maps identifying the location of each block and
the ward boundaries are a part of this report.

Related reports—Related statistics for this city are contained
in the Reports on Housing, Volume I, General Characteristics;
and in the Reports on Population, Volume I, Number of Inhabit-
ants, and Volume II, Characteristics of the Population.

The Reports on Housing for each State in Volume I present data
on the characteristics of dwelling units for the State by resi-
dence (urban, rural nonfarm, and rural farm), for standard
metropolitan areas, urbanized areas, counties, for urban places,
places of 1,000 to 2,500 inhabitants, and rural-nonfarm and rural-
farm dwelling units for each county. Each report includes the
following subjects: occupancy, tenure, race of occupants, type of
structure, year built, condition and plumbing facilities, water
supply, toilet and bathing facilities, number of rooms, number of
persons, persons per room, electric lighting, heating equipment,
heating and cooking fuels, refrigeration equipment, kitchen sink,
radio, television, and, for nonfarm units, the contract monthly
rent, gross monthly rent, and value of one-dwelling-unit
structures.

Volume I of the Reports on Population shows the 1950 population
of each county and of each minor civil division within the county.
It also contains figures for each incorporated place, for each unin-

corporated place with 1,000 or more inhabitants, and for incor- .

porated places of 5,000 or more by wards. A special series of
tables presents data for each urbanized area giving the incorpo-
rated places and portions of minor civil divisions within it.

Volume II of the 1950 Population Reports containg statistics
on the general characteristics of the population. Chapter A of
this volume repeats the figures on number of inhabitants as shown
in Volume I; Chapter B presents demographie, economic, and
soc¢ial characteristics of the population ; and Chapter C gives more
detailed cross-classifications for States and large cities and
standard metropolitan areas.

Use of data.-—The tabulation of housing charactel istics for areas
as small as city blocks provides descriptive material of consider-
able value for technical studies of housing in the city. 'The
statistics will be useful in compiling totals for special types of

areas that may be defined to meet the requirements of individual

investigators. Users of the data vshbuld bear in mind that ‘in
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practically all cases the data for a given block represent the work
of only one enumerator. Consequently, housing characteristics
for blocks are subject to a wider margin of efror than is to be
expected in the figures for tracts or wards which represent
returns made by a number of enumerators. Misinterpretation of
instructions by one enumerator may cause a significant bias in
the statistics for a block even though it may have a‘negligible
ei’fect upon the figures for larger areas. In particular, the enu-
meration of “condition” depended to a considerable extent upon
the judgment of the individual enumerator. Also, failure to indi-
cate the correct block number for a significant number of dwell-
ing units may introduce errors into the block data.

Comparability with 1940 Housing Census data,—In the 1840
Census of Housing, reports entitled “Block Statistics” were issued
as supplements to the first series of Housing bulletins. These
supplements consisted of separate reports for each of the 191
cities which had 50,000 inhabitants or more in 1930,

In the 1950 reports, the block numbers used are different, in
most cases, from those used in the 1940 reports. Therefore, to
compare 1940 and 1950 data for a given block, it is necessary
to locate the block on the maps to obtain the corresponding 1940
and’ 1950 block numbers.

The subjects in both the 1940 and 1950 reports are substantially
similar. However, data on number of structures, year built, and
mortgage status have been omitted from the 1950 report. Fur-
thermore, in the 1940 reports average contract or estimated
monthly rent was reported for all dwelling units while in 1950
average contract monthly rent is reported for some, and average
value for other, dwelling units.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

‘More detailed and complete definitions are presented in Vol-
ume I of the Housing Reports.

Dwelling unit.—In general, a dwelling unit is a group of rooms
or a single roowm, occupied or intended for occupancy as separate
living quarters, by a family or other group of per sons living
together or by a person living alone.

A group of rooms, occupied or intended for occupancy as sepa-
rate living quarters, is a dwelling unit if it has separate cooking
equipment or a separate entrance. A single room, occupied or
intended for occupancy as separate living quarters, is a dwelling
unit if it has separate cookin® equipment or if it constitutes the
only living quarters in the structure. Also, each apartment in
a regular apartment house is a dwelling unit even though it may
not have separate cooking equipment. Excluded from the dwell-
ing unit count are large rooming houses, institutions, dormitories,
and transient hotels and tourist courts.

In the 1940 Census, a dwelling unit was defined as the living
quarters occupied or intended for occupancy by one household.
A household consisted of a family or other group of persons liv-
ing together with common housekeeping arrangements, or a person
living entirely alone. However, the enumerator was not ex-
plicitly instructed to define rooms as dwelling units on the basis
of cooking equipment or separate entrance.

The number of dwelling units in the 1950 Census may be
regarded as comparable with the number of dwelling units in the
1940 Census. Some living quarters may have been classified as
separate dwelling units in the one census and not in the other.
Further, in the 1950 Census, living quarters with five or more

" 1




2 HOUSING—BLOCK STATISTICS - 19

lodgers were not tabulated as dwelling units; generally, such
quarters were included in the 1940 dwelling unit count. How-
ever, the net effect of these changes is probably small.
Occupancy and tenure~—Dwelling units are classified by occu-
pancy and tenure into four groups: owner-occupied; renter-
occupied; vacant nonseasona; not dilapidated, for rent or sale;
and other vacant and nonresident. A dwelling unit is classified
as owner-occupied if it was owned wholly or in part by the head
of the household or by some related member of his family living
in the dwelling unit. All other occupied units are classified as
renter-occupied whether or not cash remt was actually paid for
living quarters. Rent-free units and living accommodations re-

ceived in payment for servites performed are thus included with -

the renter-occupied units.

A dwelling unit is considered vacant if no persons are living
in it at the time of enumeration. New units not yet occupied
were enumerated as vacant dwelling units if construction had
proceeded to the extent that all the exterior windows and doors
were installed and final usable floors were in place. The classi-
fication “Vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale”
is descriptive of the vacant dwelling units reported in this classi-
fieation. “Other vacant and nonresident” units include all dilapi-
dated and seasonal vacant units as well as the not dilapidated
units which were not for rent or sale.

Because of changes in enumeration procedures, the counts of
total vacant units in 1940 and 1950 are not strictly comparable.
In 1940, vacant units were enumerated if they were habitable;
units uninhabitable and beyond repair were excluded from the
enumeration. In 1950, units were included regardless of condi-
tion if they were intended for occupancy as living quarters.
Therefore, no comparison should be made between the data on

“yacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale” units from .

the 1950 Census and data in the 1940 Census reports.

In both censuses, dwelling units occupied entirely by non-
residents were included with vacant units not for rent or sale.
Trailers, tents, houseboats, and railroad cars which were vacant
were excluded from the dwelling unit inventory in both 1950 and
1940.

Condition and plumbing facilities~—Data on condition of a
dwelling unit are shown in combination with data for selected
plumbing facilities and are, therefore, limited to units for which
both condition and plumbing facilities are reported. Plumbing
facilities include water supply, :toilet facilities, and bathing
facilities. o

The category “with private bath” includes those dwélling units
reported with both a flush toilet and a bathtub or shower inside
the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit.
The category “no private bath” includes those dwelling units not
having private flush toilet or not having private bathing facilities.
The “no running water” category includes units with only piped
running water outside the structure or with only other sources
such as a hand pump.

A dwelling unit is “dilapidated” when it is run-down or neg-
lected, or is of inadequate original comnstruction, so that it does
not provide adequate shelter or protection against the elements
or it endangers'the safety of the occupants.

Persons per room.~—The number of persons per room has been
computed for each occupied dwelling unit by dividing the number
of persons in the dwelling unit by the number of rooms in the
dwelling unit. All persons enumerated in the Population Census
as members of the household (including lodgers, servants, and
other nonrelated persons) are counted in determining the num-
ber of persons that occupy the dwelling unit. The number of

~rooms in the dwelling unit includes all rooms available for living

quarters throughout the year. Not counted as rooms are bath-
rooms, closets, pantries, halls, screened porches, and unfinished
rooms. in the basement and attie, :

Color of occupants.—Occupied dwelling units are elassiﬁed by
color of head of household according to the definition used in the

1950 Census of Population. The group designated as “nonwhite”
consists of Negroes, Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and other non-
white races. Persons who are not definitely Indian or of other
nonwhite race are classified as white.

Contract monthly rent.—Contract monthly rent is the reat, at
the time of enumeration, contracted for by the renter regardless

.of whether it includes furniture, heating fuel, electricity, cooking
tuel, water, or personal services.

Monthly rent for vacant dwelling units is the amount asked
for the dwelling unit at the time of enumeration. The average
monthly rent relates to renter-occupied dwelling units and vacant ,
nonseasonal not dilapidated units for rent. Dwelling units which
are occupied “rent-free” are not included w1th the units reporting
rent.

Value of one-dwelling-unit structures.—Average value is showa
for owner-occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not
dilapidated units which are for sale only. Value is shown only
if the unit is in a one-dwelling-unit structure without business
and if it is the only dwelling unit included in the property. The
value represents the amount for which the owner estimates that
the property, including such land as belongs with it, would sell
under ordinary conditions and not at a forced sale. IFor vacant
units, value is the sale price asked by the owner.

Number reporting.—Occupancy and tenure are reported for all
dwelling units, and color of occupants is reported for all occupied
units. The corresponding distributions for these subjects in
table 1 are based on all dwelling units and on occupied units,
respectively. For all other subjects, the distributions are based
on the units for which the specific characteristics are reporteg,
that is, the “Number reporting.”

The number of dwelling units for which the enumerator ob-
tained no report“on a particular item is shown for the city totals
only; however, the number “not reported” can easily be derived
for each area in tables 2 and 8 by subtracting the number report-
ing from the total number of dwelling units (or total occupied).

Block identification.—A map or series of maps is included in
this report showing block numbers for each block, number and
letter designations for wards and block areas, and the names of
principal streets.

Blocks are identified by serial numbers, a separate series of
numbers being used for each ward or for a group of wards. Thus,
the }ocation of each block for which data are presented in table 3
may be determined by referring to the ward and block number
shown on the map. Similarly, data for a specific block may be
located in the table by reference to the map for the identification
numbers of the ward and block.

In some cities “block areas” have been established to facilitate
the numbering of blocks in groups of less than 1,000. This may
cause a break in the sequence of block numbers within a ward.
‘Where this occurs each part of the ward that is in a separate
block area is distinguished on the map, and in the table the data
are shown for blocks in numerical order within each block area
section of the ward. When a boundary of a ward cuts through
a block separating the block into segments, the statistics for each
segment are tabulated in the ward in which it is physically
located on the map. In such cases, to obtain the statisties for
the entire block it is necessary to add the statistics for all
segments.

If no dwelhng units are reported for a block, the block number
is not listed in table 8, although it is shown on the map, Dwelling
units for which the block number was not reported are indicated
in the table by the symbol “NR.” Detailed data are not showt
for such dwelling units, nor for blocks containing fewer than three
dwelling units. Average monthly rent is not shown When the
monthly rent was reported for fewer than three dwelling units.
Average value is not shown when the value of one-dwelling-unit
properties was reported for fewer than three dwelling units.
All dwelling units are included, however, in the statistics for the
city and for each ward. ‘




BINGHAMTON, N. Y. 3
Table L—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR THE CITY: 1950
Subject Number Percent Subject Number Percent
OCCUPANCY AND TENURE PERSONS PER ROOM
ALl dwelling WOItS - oo e e eeaeeo 23,834 100.0 Occupied dwelling units. .. _._.__..__.._...._.... 23,381
Owner oceupied. ... . 10,628 446 Number reporting. 23,196 100.0
- Renter occupied . 12,753 53.5 1.50 or less..... 22,693 97.8
Vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale_ - 224 ,0:9 1.51 or more._ 503 2.2
Other vacant and nonresident_ - - ooooooooioo 229 1.0 Not réported_ ... SRR U RO 185 vee
CONDITION AND PLUMBING FACILITIES ' v CONTRACT MONTHLY RENT
All dwelling units 23,83 R ied, and £ al not; dil
: ter—occuple and vacant nonseasonal no 1iap~
Number reporting 23,306 100.0 e its. fo N i
gi th privatg Eﬁ W nﬁ t dilapidat ezl — 20; zz: 90.0 idated units, for rent—Number reporting-...._... 12,414 “ee
0 priva:te ath, wit] gunqix:g water, not dilapidate - 1y 6.2 Total contract monthly rent_ ... ... ... dollars... 464,210 e
No running water or dilapidated.......-.. - gds 3.8 Average monthly rent... ... ... .. dollars... 39,39 v
Condition or plumbing facilities not reported...__......_.. 528 ves .
No private bath or dilapidated 2,330 10.0 VALUE OF ONE-DWELLING-UNIT STRUCTURES
~ COLOR OF OCCUPANTS Owner-occupied,! and vacant nonseasonal not dilap-
Occupied dwelling waits- -~ oo 33,38 100.0 idated units, for sale only—Number reporting. ... 6,252 o
23,192 99.2 Total value or sale price.. .. ooooocommoaaoo. dollars... 65,731,700 e
189 0.8 Average VAlUe oo .o a e camaan dollars. . 10,514 wes
! Restricted to ]-dwelﬁng—dnit properties.
- Table 2—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING BY WARDS: 1950 ‘
R . ' All dwelling units 2 ~dwelling -
Al dwellmﬁ:dn zf;sngjrletwcup&nw by condition and Occupied dwelling units Contra:el;nrzl\onthly Vuuin% g?rlixc?u‘;,:shng
plumbing facilities .
Vacant ; Persons per
Ward non- Other No ,Ij:_ room Oceu- Average Average
Total Owner | Renter “’,f;’;‘ 2 vacag\t Number | private | ning Total pied | Number monthly Number value
oceupied | occupied | gilap, B reporting | bath or | water ota Number | 181 | bY non="| reporting rent reporting | (yollarg)
for rent | residont dilap. | or remamen | or | white {dollars)
or sale resident dilap. P more
TOTAL |23834 |10628 12753 224 229 |23306 {2330 (88623381 |221496 |503] 189112414 37.39)| 6252 10514
1 3309 11509 (1732 28 40 3261.. 3521138 (32413218 87 2411682 29.68 826 8024
2 1611 3501|1218 30 13 1575 230(104 (1568|1556 2 8 21198 4361 110 10300
3 2294|1018 |1232 20 24 2247 123 42| 232502227 19 21197 4653 553 150565,
4 3459 {2022 (1372 34 31 3427 135 19133943373 18| 311349 4762|1396 13678
5 2624 {1393 (1185 23 23 2574 135 43| 2578|2551 6 5 31152 3727 921 10900,
6 2183 (1221 926 14 22 2154 (.110 45121472141 83 3 906 35.50 796 81317
7 1462 294 (1137 17 14 1425 326|124 (1431]1420 60 110] 1107 3332 44 9861
8 523 51 470 1 1 508 163 23 521 514 20 11 450 3045 6 4916
9 273 9 257 4 3 230 110 43 266 253 1 4 251 31.29 3 9333
10 748 135 589 8 16 714 129 61 724 718 25 7 580 3532 26 13173
11 1713 479 11210 11 13 1597 3591185[(1689]11674 |- 56 1611166 3028 162 7350
12 2233 1362 833 22 16 2215 81 23121952181 18 7 814 3722 934 B.&53
i3 1402 785 5A92 1.2 13 1379 77 36 (137711370 10 1 562 4041 475 8273

iFor renter - occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units,for rent.
*For owner - occupied .dwelling units and vacant I niot dilapidated units,for sale only.




HOUSING—BLOCK STATISTICS
Table 3—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR WARDS, BY BLOCKS: 1950

[Detailed statistics not shown for blocks containing fewer than 3 dwelling units, nor for dwelling units not allocated by blocks. (designated by NR)]
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IFor renter - occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units, for rent.

*For owner - occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated

units, for sale only.
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occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units,for rent.

*For owner - occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units, for sale only.

'For renter -



BINGHAMTON, N. Y.
Table 3—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR WARDS, BY BLOCKS:
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Table 3—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR WARDS, BY BLOCKS: 1950—Con
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- occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units,

For renter
2For owner




BINGHAMTON, N. Y.
Table 3.—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR WARDS, BY BLOCKS: 1950—Con.
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HOUSING—BLOCK STATISTICS
Table 3.—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR WARDS, BY BLOCKS: 1950—Con.
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U. S§. CENSUS OF HOUSING: 1950

Volume

I General Characteristics

II Nonfarm Housing Characteristics
III Farm Housing Characteristics

IV Residential Financing

V Block Statistics

Housing statistics for census tracts are to be included in the Population
reports on census tracts.

U. 8. CENSUS OF POPULATION: 1950

Volume
I Number of Inhabitants
IT Characteristics of the Population
Succeeding volumes will cover the following subjects:
Census Tracts, Nativity and Parentage, Nonwhite Population by Race,
Persons of Spanish Surname, Institutional Population, Differential
Fertility, Labor Force Characteristics, Occupation, Industry, Income,
Internal Migration, Education, Characteristics of Families and
Households,

n
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PREFACE

This report presents statistics on characteristics of dwelling units by blocks for the
city. The tabulations arve based on data from the 1950 Census of Housing, taken as of
April 1, 1950. Authorization for the 1950 Census of Housing as part of the Seventeenth
Decennial Census was provided by the Housing Act of 1949, approved July 15, 1949.

The major portion of the information compiled from the 1950 Census of Housing ap-
pears in Volume I, General Characteristics; Volume II, Nonfarm Housing Characteristics,
Volume III, Farm Housing Characteristics; Volume IV, Residential Financing; and Vol-
ume V, Block Statistics. Volume V consists of separate reports, issued as bulletins for each
of the 209 cities which in 1940 or in a subsequent census had a population of 50,000 or more.
These reports will not be bound into a single publication.

The subjects covered in both the 1950 and 1940 reports on characteristics of dwelling
units by blocks are substantially similar, )

This report was prepared under the direction of Howard G. Brunsman, Chief, Popula-
tion and Housing Division, and Wayne F. Daugherty, Assistant Chief for Housing.
Robert C. Hamer, Chief, Quality and HEquipment Statistics Section, was in charge of
coordinating the content and the format of the report with assistance from Carl A. 8. Coan,
Chief, Inventory Statistics Section; Floyd D. McNaughton, Chief, Equipment and Facilities
Unit; Beulah Washabaugh, Chief, Tenure and Vacancy Unit; and Walter A. Hines. The
compilation of the statistics was under the supervision of Robert B. Voight, Assistant Chief

-for Operations.

The collection of the information on which these statistics are based was under the
supervision of Lowell T. Galt, Chief, Field Division. The geographic work, including the
assignment of all block numbers and the preparation of maps, was under the supervision
of Clarence . Batschelet, Chief, Geography Division. The data were tabulated under the
supervision of C. F. Van Aken, Chief, Machine Tabulation Division,

March 1952 ‘ v




R 4 HOUSING—BLOCK STATISTICS
! Table 2.—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING BY CENSUS TRACTS: 1950—Con.

Al dvellng uits by osaupaney by sonditn and Occupied dweling units Contract monthly | Valus’of one~dwlin -
and tenure . BN ren unt ctureg
plumbing facilities
Vacant N Persons per
Census " o room
tract sensomal ‘gtc};l; No run- Oceu- Average Aversge
Total Owner | Renter not a Number | private | ning | 4., pied | Number | monthly | Number vl
o occupied |occupied | gl an reporting | bath or | water o 1.51 | by non- |reporting rent reporting e
llap, | non- dila - Number | 0" | T e (dollars) (dollar
for rent | yesident, P2 reporting w
or sale dilap. more
: 54 865 552 287 22 4 840 312 81 839 831 83 752 284 24.48 512 5412
. 52 1138 g1l 291 25 8 1127 281 (135(11402]1098 47 264 253 35.79 715 6276
! 53 894 684 161 27 22 875 185|118 845 830 50/ 170 117 38.75 598 8948
g 54 876 423 427 2 17 869 50 11 850 849 29 1 412 25.79 402 6841
i 55 1310 753 531 13 13 i264 948160111284 (1279|206 712 476 1481 621 3023
| 56 495 333 96 60 6 490 141(103 429 426 34 37 78 17.01 315 7832
H 57 2625 11657 897 37 34 2587 (1384 |846|2554 25233191029 844 1826|1416 4319
: 58 ) g 2 4 i5 2 11 11 1 1 ’ 8 8,625

i ' 1For renter — occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units,for rent.
[ 2For owner - occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units, for sale only.




BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

Table 3—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR CENSUS TRACTS, BY BLOCKS: 1950
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For renter
2For owner

,for rent,

- occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units.

occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units,for sale only.



2 HOUSING—BLOCK STATISTICS 20

A household consisted of a family or other group of persons
living together with common housekeeping arrangements, or a
person living entirely alone.
explicitly instructed to define rooms as dwelling units on the
basis of cooking equipment or separate entrance.

The number of dwelling units in the 1950 Census may be re-
garded as comparable with the number of dwelling units in the
1940 Census. Some living quarters may have been classified as
separate dwelling units in the one census and not in the other.
Turther, in the 1950 Census, living quarters with five or more
lodgers were not tabulated as dwelling units; generally, such
quarters were included in the 1940 dwelling unit ccunt. How-
ever, the net effect of these changes is probably small.

Occupancy and tenure.—Dvwelling units are classified by occu-
paney and tenure into four groups: owner-occupied; renter-
occupied ; vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale;
and other vacant and nonresident. A dwelling unit is classified
as owner-occupied if it was owned wholly or in part by the head
of the household or by some related member of hig family living
in the dwelling unit. All other occupied units are classified as
renter-occupied whether or not cash rent was actually paid for
living quarters. Rent-free units and living accommodations re-
ceived in payment for services performed are thus included with
the renter-occupied units.

A dwelling unit is considered vacant if no persons are living in
it at the time of enumeration. New units not yet occupied were
enumerated as vacant dwelling units if construction had pro-
ceeded to the extent that all the exterior windows and doors were
installed and final usable floors were in place. The classification
‘“YVacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale” is descrip-
tive of the vacant dwelling units reported in this classification.
“Other vacant and nonresident” units include all dilapidated and
seasonal vacant units as well as the not dilapidated units which
were not for rent or sale.

Because of changes in enumeration procedures, the counts of
total vacant units in 1940 and 1950 are not stricily comparable,
In 1940, vacant units were enumerated if they were habitable;
units uninhabitable and beyond repair were excluded from the
enumeration. In 1950, units were included regardless of con-
dition if they were intended for occupancy as living quarters.
Therefore, no comparison should be made between the data on
“vacant nenseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale” units from
the 1950 Census and data in the 1940 Census reports.

In both censuses, dwelling units occupied entirely by non-
residents were included with vacant units not for rent or sale.
Trailers, tents, houseboats, and railroad cars which were vacant
were excluded from the dwelling unit inventory in both 1950 and
1940.

Condition and plumbing facilities—IYata on condition of a
dwelling unit are shown in combination with data for selected
plumbing facilities and are, therafore, limited to units for which
both condition and plumbing facilities are reported. Plumbing
facilities include water supply, toilet facilities, and bathing
facilities.

The category “with private bath” includes those dwelling units
reported with both a flush toilet and a bathtub or shower inside
the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit.
The category “no private bath” includes those dwelling units
not having private flush toilet or not having private bathing
facilities. The “no running water” category includes units with
only piped running water outside the structure or with only other
sources such as a hand pump. .

A dwelling unit is “dilapidated” when it is run-down or neg-
lected, or is of inadequate original construction,.so that it does
not provide adequate shelter or protection against the elements
or it endangers the safety of the occupants.

Persons per room.—The number 0f persons Per- room has been
computed for each occupied dwelling unit by dividing the number

However, the enumerator was not:

of persons in the dwelling unit by the number of rooms
in the dwelling unit. All persons enumerated in the Population
Census as members of the household (including lodgers, servants,
and other nonrelated persons) are counted in determiniﬁg the
number of persons that occupy the.-dwelling unit. The number of

rooms in the dwelling unit includes all roows available for living
Not counted as rooms are bath- |

quarters throughout the year.
rooms, closets, pantries, halls, screened porches, and unfinished
rooms in the basement and attic.

Color of occupants.—Occupied dwelling units are classified by
color of head of household according to the deflnition used in
the 1950 Census of Population. The group designated as “non-
white” consists of Negroes, Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and
other nonwhite races. Persons who are not definitely Indian or

of other nonwhite race are classified as white.

Contract monthly rent.—Contract monthly vent is the rent, at
the time of enumeration, contracted for by the renter regardless
of whether it includes furniture, heating fwel, electricity, cooking
fuel, water, or personal services.

Monthly rent for vacant dwellihg units is the amount asked
for the dwelling unit at the time of enumeration. The average
monthly rent relates to renter-occupied dwelling units and vacant
nonseasonal not dilapidated units for rent. Dwelling units which
are occupied “rent-free” are not included with the wunits
reporting rent.

Value of one-dwelling-unit structures.—Average value is shown
for owner-occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not
dilapidated units which are for sale only. Value is shown only
if the unit is in a one-dwelling-unit structure without business
and if it is the only dwelling unit included in the property. The
value represents the amount for which the owner estimates that
the property, including such land as belongs with it, would sell
under ordinary conditions and not at o forced sale.
units, value is the sale price asked by the owner,

Number reporting.—Occupancy and tenure are reported for all
dwelling units, and color of occupants is reported for all occupied
units. The corresponding distributions for these subjects in
table 1 are based on all dwelling units and on occupied units,
respectively.

For vacant -

Tor all other subjects, the distributions are based |

on the units for which the specific characteristics are reported, -

that is, the “Number reporting.”

The number of dwelling units for which the enumerator ob-
tained no report on a particular item is shown for the city totals
only ; however, the number “not reported” can easily be derived
for each area in tables 2 and 8 by subtracting the number reporting
from the total number of dwelling units (or total occupied).

Block identification.—A map or series of maps is included in :

this report showing block numbers for each block, number and
letter designations for tracts, and the names of principal streets. :

Blocks are identified by serial numbers, a separate series of '

numbers being used for each tract. Thus, the location of each

bloqk for which data are presented.in table 3 may be determined -
by referring to the tract and block number shown on the map. :
Similarly, data for a specific block may be located in the table
by reference to the map for identification numbers of the tract

and blogk,

1f no dwelling units are.reported for a block, the block number
is not listed in table 3, although it is shown on the map. Dwell-
ing units for which the block number was not reported are in-
dicated in the table by the symbol “NR.”: Detailed data are not

shown for such dwelling units, nor for blocks containing fewer

than three dwelling units. Average monthly rent is not shown
when the monthly rent was reported for fewer than threce dwell-
ing units. Average value is not shown when the value of one-
dwelling-unit properties was vreported for fewer than three
dwelling units.
the statistics for the city and for each tract.

All dwelling units are included, however, in -
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BLOCK STATISTICS

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL

Volume V of the Reports on Housing consists of a separate
report for each of the 209 cities which in 1940, or in a subsequent
census prior to 1950, had a population of 50,000 or more. Bach
report presents for the city, by blocks, tabulations for a limited
number of subjects ebtained in the Census of Housing. The
subjects in these reports are similar to those in the block statis-
tics supplements to Volume I of the reports of the 1940 Census
of Housing. The subjects in this report preseut the number of
dwelling units classified by occupancy and tenure, condition and
plumbing facilities, persons per room, color of occupants, average
contract monthly rent of renter-occupied and selected vacant
nixits, and the average value of one-dwelling-unit owner-occupied
and selected vacant structures. In table 1, the statistics for these
subjects are summarized for the city. Table 2 contains the
statistics for census tracts. In table 3, the data are presented by
blocks within census tracts. Maps identifying the location of
each block and the census tract boundaries are a part of this
report.

Related reports.—Related statistics for this city are contained
in the Reports on” Housing, Volume I, General Characteristics;
and in the Reports on Population, Volume I, Number of In-
habitants, and Volume I, Characteristics of the Population.

The Reports on Housing for each Staté in Volume I present
data on the characteristics of dwelling units for the State by
residence (urban, rural nonfarm, and rural farm), for standard
metropolitan areas, urbanized areas, counties, for urban places,
places of 1,000 to 2,500 inhabitants, and rural-nonfarm and rural-
farm dwelling units for each county. ®Each report includes the
following subjects: occupancy, tenure, race of occupants, type
of structure, year built, condition and plumbing facilities, water
supply, toilet and bathing facilities, number of rooms, number
of persons, persons per room, electric lighting, heating equipment,
heating and cooking fuels, refrigeration equipment, kitchen sink,
radio, television, and, for nonfarm units, the contract monthly
rent, gross monthly rent, and value of one-dwelling-unit
structures. ’

Volume I of the Reports on Population shows the 1950 popula-
tion of each county and of each minor civil division within the
county. It also contains figures for each incorporated place, for
each unincorporated place with 1,000 or more inhabitants, and
for incorporated places of 5,000 or more by wards. A special
series of tables presents data for each urbanized area giving the
incorporated places and portions of minor civil divisions within it.

Volume II of the 1950 Population Reports contains statistics
on the general characteristics of the population. Chapter A of
this volume repeats the fizures on number of inhabitants as-shown
in Volume I; Chapter B presents demographic, economic, and
social characteristics of the population ; and Chapter C gives more
detailed cross-clagsifications for States and large cities and
standard metropolitan areas.

Census tracts—Census tracts are small areas into which cer-
tain large cities have been subdivided for statistical and local
administrative purposes. In most cases the tracts are perma-
nently established, so that comparison may be made from census
to census. The boundaries of tracts are established so as to
include aproximately equal numbers of inhabitants or equal areas;
and each tract is designed to represent an area that is fairly
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homogeneous in population characteristics. Although the tracted
areas of some cities extend into the suburbs, the data shown in
this report are restricted to the tracts within the corporate limitg
of the city.

Use of data—The tabulation of housing characteristics for
areas as small as city blocks provides descriptive material of
considerable value for technical studies of housing in the city.
The statistics will be useful in compiling totals for special types
of areas that may be defined to meet the requirements of in-
dividual investigators. Users of the data should .bear in mind
that in practically all cases the data for a given block represent
the work of only one enumerator. Cousequently, housing charac-
teristics for blocks are subject to a wider margin of error than
is to be expected in the figures for tracts or wards which represent
returns made by a number of enumerators. Misinterpretation of
instructions by one enumerator may cause a significant bias in
the statistics for a block even though it may have a negligible
effect upon the figures for larger areas. In particular, the enu-
meration of “condition” depended to a considerable extent upon
the judgment of the individual enumerator. Also, failure to in-
dicate the correct block number for a significant number of dwell-
ing units may introduce errors into the block data.

Comparability with 1940 Housing Census data,—In the 1940
Census of Housing, reports entitled “Block Statistics” were issued
as supplements to the first servies of Housing bulletins. These sup-
plements consisted of separate reports for each of the 191 cities
which had 50,000 inhabitants or more in 1930.

In the 1950 reports, the block numbers used are different, in
most cases, from those used in the 1840 reports. Therefore, to
compare 1940 and 1950 data for a given block, it is necessary to
locate the block on the maps to obtain the corresponding 1840 and
1950 block numbers.

The subjects.in both the 1940 and 1950 reports are substantially
similar. However, data on number of structures, year built, and
mortgage status have been omitted from the 1950 report. Fur-
thermore, in the 1940 reports average contract or estimated
monthly rent was reported for all dwelling units while in 1950
average contract monthly rent is reported for some, and average
value for other, dwelling units.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

More detailed and complete definitions are presented in Vol-
ume I of the Housing Reports.

Dwelling unit—In general, a dwelling unit is a group of rooms
or a single room, occupied or intended for occupancy as sepa-
rate living quarters, by a family or other group of persons living
together or by a person living alone.

A group of rooms, occupied or intended for occupancy as sepa-
rate living quarters, is a dwelling unit if it has separate cooking
equipment or a separate entrance. A single room, oceupied or
intended for occupancy as separate living quarters, is a dwelling
unit if it has separate cooking equipment or if it constitutes the
only living quarters in the structure. Also, each apartment in a
regular apartment house i§ a dwelling unit even though it may
not have separate cooking equipment. Excluded from the dwell-
ing unit count are large' rooming houses, institutions, domitories,
and transient hotels and tourists courts. )

In the 1940 Census, a dwelling unit was defined as the living
quarters occupied or intended for occupancy by ome household.

1
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A household consisted of a family or other group of persons
living together with common housekeeping arrangements, or a

person living entirely alone. However, the enumerator was not:

explicitly instructed to define rooms as dwelling units on the
basis of cooking equipment or separate entrance.

TThe number of dwelling units in the 1950 Census may be re-
garded as comparable with the number of dwelling units in the
1940 Census. Some living quarters may have been classified as
separate dwelling units in the one census and not in the other.
Further, in the 1950 Census, living quarters with five or more
lodgers were not tabulated as dwelling units; generally, such
quarters were included in the 1940 dwelling unit ccunt. How-
ever, the net effect of these changes is probably small.

Occupancy and tenure—Dwelling units are classified by occu-
pancy and tenure into four groups: owner-occupied; renter-
oceupied ; vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale;
and other vacant and nonresident. A dwelling unit is classified
as owner-occupied if it was owned wholly or in part by the head
of the household or by some related member of his family living
in the dwelling unit. All other occupied units are classified as
renter-occupied whether or not cash rent was actually paid for
living quarters. Rent-free units and living accommodations re-
ceived in payment for services parformed are thus included with
the renter-occupied units.

A dwelling unit is considered vacant if no persons are living in
it at the tine of enumeration. New units not yet occupied were
enumerated as vacant dwelling units if construction had pro-
ceeded to the extent that all the exterior windows and doors were
installed and final usable floors were in place. The classification
“Vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale” is descrip-
tive of the vacant dwelling units reported in this classification.
“Qther vacant and nonresident” units include all dilapidated and
seasonal vacant units as well as the not dilapidated units which
were not for rent or sale.

Because of changes in enumeration procedures, the counts of
total vacant units in 1940 and 1950 are not strictly comparable.
In 1940, vacant units were enumerated if they were habitable;
units uninhabitable and beyond repair were excluded from the
enumeration. In 1950, units were included regardless of con-
dition if they were intended for occupancy as living quarters.
Therefore, no comparison should be made between the data on
“vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated, for rent or sale” units from
the 1950 Census and data in the 1940 Census reports.

In both censuses, dwelling units occupied entirely by non-
residents were included with vacant units not for rent or sale.
Trailers, tents, houseboats, and railroad cars which were vacant
were excluded from the dwelling unit inventory in both 1950 and
1940.

Condition and plumbing facilities~—Datd on condition of a
dwelling unit are shown in combination with data for selected
plumbing facilities and are, therafore, limited to units for which
both condition and plumbing facilities are reported. Plumbing
facilities include water supply, toilet facilities, and bathing
facilities.

The category “with private bath” includes those dwelling units
reported with both a flush toilét and a bathtub or shower inside
the structure for the exclusive use of the occupants of the unit.
The category “no private bath” includes those dwelling units
not having private flush toilet or mot having private bathing
facilities. The ‘“no running water” category includes units with
only piped running water outside the structure or with only other
sources such as a hand pump. .

A dwelling unit is “dilapidated” when it is run-down or neg-
lected, or is of inadequate original construction, .so that it does
not provide adequate sbelter -or protection against the elements
or it endangers the safety of the occupants.

Persons per room.—The number of persons per room has been
computed for each occupied dwelling unit by dividing the number

of persons in the dwelling unit by the number of rooms
in the dwelling unit. All persons enumerated in the Population
Census as members of the household (including lodgers, servants,
and other nonrelated persons) are counted in determining the
number of persons that occupy the.dwelling unit. The number of
rooms in the dwelling unit includes all rooms available for living
quarters throughout the year, Not counted as rooms are bath-
rooms, closets, pantries, halls, screened porclhes, and unfinished
rooms in the basement and attic.

Color of occupants.—Occupied dwelling units are classified by
color of head of household according to the deflnition used in
the 1950 Census of Population. The group designated as “non-’
white” consists of Negroes, Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and
other nonwhite races. Persons who are not definitely Indian or

of other nonwhite race are classified as white.

Contract monthly rent.—Contract monthly rent is the rent, at
the time of enumeration, contracted for by the renter regardless
of whether it includes furniture, heating fuel, electricity, cooking
fuel, water, or personal services.

Monthly rent for vacant dwellihg units is the amount asked
for the dwelling unit at the time of enumeration. The average
menthly rent relates to renter-occupied dwelling units and vacant
nonseasonal not dilapidated units for rent. Dwelling units which
are occupied “rent-free” are not included with the units
reporting rent.

Value of ons-dwelling-unit structures-—Average value is shown
for owner-occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not
dilapidated units which are for sale only. Value is shown only
if the unit is in a one-dwelling-unit structure without business
and if it is the only dwelling unit included in the property. The

-~ value represents the amount for which the owner estimates that

the property, including such land as belongs with it, would sell
under ordinary conditions and not at a forced sale. For vacant
units, value is the sale price asked by the owner.

Number reporting.—Oeccupancy and tenure are reported for all
dwelling units, and color of occupants is reported for all occupied
units. The corresponding distributions for these subjects in
table 1 are based on all dwelling units and on occupied units,
respectively. TFor all other subjects, the distributions are based
on the units for which the specific characteristics are reported,
that is, the “Number reporting.”

The number of dwelling units for which the enumerator ob-
tained no report on a particular item is shown for the city totals
only; however, the number “not reported” can easily be derived
for each area in tables 2 and 3 by subtracting the number reporting
from the total number of dwelling units (or total occupied).

Block identification—A map .or series of maps is included in
this report showing block numbers for each block, number and
letter designations for tracts, and the names of principal streets.

Blocks are identified by serial numbers, a separate series of
numbers being used for each tract. Thus, the location of each
block for which data are presented.in table 83 may be determined
by referring to the tract and bloek number shown on the map.
Similarly, data for a specific block may be located in the table :
by reference to the map for identification numbers of the tract ’
and blogk. i

If no dwelling units are.reported for a block, the block number ¢
is not listed in table 8, although it is shown on the map. Dwell-
ing units for which the block number was not reported are in-
dicated in the table by the symbol “NR.”" Detailed data are not
shown for such dwelling units, nor for blocks containing fewer -
than three dwelling units. Average monthly rent is not shown -
when the monthly rent was reported for fewer than three dwell- ;
ing units. Average value is not shown when the value of one
dwelling-unit properties was reported for fewer than three
dwelling units. All dwelling units are included, however, in
the statistics for the city and for each tract.
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Table 2.— CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING BY CENSUS TRACTS: 1950—Con.
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' For renter — occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal Dot dﬂapldated units,for rent.
*For owner - occupied dwelling units and vacant nc I not dilapidated units,for sale only.
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Table 3—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR CENSUS TRACTS, BY BLOCKS

[Detailed statistics not shown for blocks containing fewer than 3 dwelling units, nor for dwelling units not allocated by blocks (designated by NR)]
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Table 3.—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR CENSUS TRACTS, BY BLOCKS: 1950 —Con.
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Table 3.—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR CENSUS TRACTS, BY BLOCKS: 1950 —Con.
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BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

Table 3.~CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING FOR CENSUS TRACTS, BY BLOCKS: 1950~ Con.
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occupied dwelling units and vacant nonseasonal not dilapidated units,
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